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INTROOUCnON 


AlmMi everyoK vh« f«nt»ay rolc'plftyinf lines 
soofw Of liter Itn tta tfeilre i« er««te e ebirectef vbo 
II unique end lei iperi fron ill eihers. Whether Ic be 
Kvle of dreis. luuwM. Mitetfi of tpeoch. or sonetMni 
elK, eocre of cbe mcni chifleniing irKi rvwirdiri exper* 
lencee In • role ^leylng fine ki plixlii • loiellr unlouc 
ehireccer. One ispecc of i chancier which aiey be alcered 
ty the pJayef to premoie ihai characittr*» iinliiitnfwi Is 
(he use of urwval weipoes or conbai styles. 

This bool offm a nuaber of veapons vbich. either 
by (heir OeslgA or uf* aei then apart (ron whit mou 
people would coealder noretel or ordfeary does aoi 

ntan ihai these weapons are baiter or more lethal chan 
"normar weapons, tuen as a iverd. spear, or mace, bet 
rather fufllcienily rare so that one who used ihen wouM 
be considered urdave; ai least as far as moei faoieiy game 
worlds are eorteerwed 

It Is suggesrod (Nai s player who wishes bki/hefcher* 
acier to use one of theae eioiic weapons cnaci first with 
the gameraaster to insure no srgumenu come up liter, 
ft IS cbe gamemascer who acts the hnlts of the game and 
he/$he should be notified about how the character plana 
on using the wespon tti that any bonosea, dsmige. or pen* 
allies can be figured out. 

Tbe values given for each of the weapons are from 
The Palladhim Bq^ of Waaaoea 4 Armour . £ach of them 
It espialMd as Followi; 
htemw Self explanatory. 

Typ g Tbe |er>erai group to which tMi areapon belongs. 
The groupe are Hafted fH). Knivee (K)« Miscellaneous fMJ. 
Pole Artai fPI, Spean (Sp}, and Swords ISw). 

I.<ngth! The length of tlw weapon in mecerik 
H»m The mass el the weapon in kllogtims. 

Des . A relative indication of how *auick* a weapon is. 
band on balance, reass. etu The lower tNs number the 
better. 

Pwrrr A relative indication of how eeaily the weapon can 
parry ocher ariacts. The higher the number cbe becier. 

Aueefc Twy Not all weapons were designed for same 
pufpee^ The few beaic aiiacit types are cut. chop, thrust, 
and Impact. Tbe main differences between a cut and a 
Chop are the sharpness and eurvaiure of the blade. 

Svm—trr Seing iha< any weapon may be thrown, thia 
II • relative tnitottoo of how effactiva the arm would 
be as 0 missile. The lower the number tbe better. 

P—aae A rotative Indloatkon of how much damage this 
weapon would esuse to an *av«ra|a* target, 

Other Notes of interest about the weapon, usually the 
geographical area of origin. A ITl in this coidmn indicates 
the weapon is primarily used with two hands. 

It Is up 10 Ihe game maaiar ic adapt the values 
for the weapons to his/her own campaign. For example 
the game master may choose to evaluate a weapon with 
a damage rating of one by using a four-sided die, a weapon 
rated at iwo with a six-aided die. a rating of three with 
an eight-sided die. and so on; or he may chooae lo use 
(be damage numb^ as a multiple of four, fix or eight* 
sided dkc^ A oote about the llluairaciooa. on all adgod 
veaposa. T*"'*'). Indlcataa which portion ^ tbo blade Is 
sharp. 
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IPSILOM AKC 


7!ixe6 


EPaiOM/eVE AX£ 

cfee m4c«, Ibe was on« of iho mmi ancleni 
hand hofij woapani VMorvod tolol^ for varfaro. Tho early 
ctYjlltailoR ol Meaopoianita and other areat of ihe Middle 
Can developed a number of copper and bronie var axes 
which were very lira I Ur In deslfn ai^ uae. 

The eptIlOA aze ia the older of there two forma and 
was deaigned to l>e u»ed a|air>ii warriors vtio irore no 
arinogr. It ccrruiiied of a scraighc or sIlKhily curved handle 
to which a rather loog. curved Made waa attached, this 
made U auitable for cutitn^ auacka. The blade liself 
was inseried hie the shaft and secured by leather ihon|f. 

The eye axe developed as a weapon for use aiainst 
armoured foes. The blade of ihe axe is much shorter atvd 
wider, thus maMni It capable of piercing meiaf spiirti ar^ 
aiour. These axe heads were secured to the shaft by means 
of a aodcei, a much more secure and effective means than 
the epsilon axe. 

In general, these weapons were used one*handed; the 
other hand held the shield. Strong overhand atrohea were 
used with ihe head and upper body being the main target. 




H .9m 


I.Thg 

l.dkg 
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FRANCISCA 


niAAfS/^A >Uf 



Ther« It p^hapt no more fnirout flghtlni eie In 

Europe than t&e rranclKa. Thu charac«n»ic »e«pon 
of ihe Franl:* va« uaed rrora the eJalh to the elghih cen* 
tunee A.D« It it hafd to wy wbeiher the veapon we* 
named after iHe people or the people after the weaport 

Althou^ the fraeeiice eouid be uted ea • har*d*held 
weapon. It «a* almoat exclualrely used ai a miuile. The 
atendard FranUah tecikc »m to hurl the weapon at an 
adveriary artd then charge le with tword or apeer. The 
heavy a:ie either Incapeclraied the enemy or broke hij 
thield. Thu*, deprived o( this important defenive item, 

the frenkUh warrior held a dUil/Ki advimaie. 

Aa with any weapon (here eiiati ngmeroua distinctly 
different deacripciona vid eaempfea of freneiace which he* 
made an all^ncompauln| picture of the arm very difficult. 
In leneral, the fraeelica eotalats of an Iron heed with 
a illfhtly curved bit. The haft and the bit are at an obtuae 
•n|le rather than the normal ninety deareev ThU ierge 

angle enable* the force of Impact to be awre eeally trana* 

ferred to the haft and therefore make* it leaa Ukely to 
break. 
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MAlOUi /t(£J 


Name 

1X25 

Leoxih 

Mean 

Pea 

Pyry 

Alierk Tvrwe 

Syei 

Dam 

Franciaca 

H 

.9th 

l.dkg 

0 

2 

Chop 

1 

7 

TTiruitlng Aie 

H 

.510 

I.Tkg 

0 

2 

CP^op/Thruit 

2 

2 

Bearded War Aae 

K 

.€m 

l.5kg 

0 

2 

Chop 

3 

3 

Thin Axe 

H 

.6m 

1.3Kg 

0 

7 

Chop 

7 

1 

Miner'* Axe 

H 

.dm 

l.»kg 

0 

7 

Cnop/Thnist 

t 
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SAVAGE AXES 




Hane 

Sftvm Am 

lies 

H 

L*ta»th 

Am 

Mew 

I.aki 

De* PefTT 

1 7 

ActKfc Ttc 

Chop 

m Sym 

J 

Pea 

3 


H 

.7m 

I.afcs 

\ 7 

Chop 

3 

3 

AnioliD Bittle Axe 

H 

.6ffl 

\AU 

1 2 

Chop 

J 

2 






Tr»e iMKtfi Mm Pen Parry AttmA Ttoet Svw Dam 

H 1 . 0 m 2.0k8 I 2 Chop 2 3 
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'Chrown Weapons 

KAPAK 

Th* Kapalc it » imtil throvift^ «hkcb «mc»loysd 
by &Aitk. Tbfc Battk are a iroup of extremely war* 
line people who live on the noithern poriion of Sumatra. 
6eaidet their wtr'Ilke lendenciea. they are alto caontbalv 

The Kapak eoftiltta of a thin maiaJ head which It 
attached to a flu. wooden handle; the whole affair li about 
one*third of a meter in length. It was oornally carried 
ItKonapicuoutly on (be back Ju»t below the neck or oe the 
foro'ern underneath the aleevat. In tbeae poelilone It 
can be gripped Inaiartly and thrown. 

The normal range of this weapon was about five 
meteri and the 6aiak shoved extreme skill vUh It. A 
werrior cou2d easily pin an enemy'a foot to the ground 
or his hand or arm to a tree. Even If a pin was rot ach^ 
leved. a lUc In an unprotected portion of the body would 
be an extremely crippling blow. 

As with any throwing axe, this weapon could be used 
Id (he harHl m emergency conditions, but such usege was 
not too commork 



3ATAK KAPf^ 


Name 

Kapak 


Typo Laeath Masa Pex Parry Attack Type* 5yei Dam 
H .4m I.Ug 0 2 Chop 1 3 


CHAKRAM 

The Chakram was an tndian weapon which was similar 
to (he now famous Japanese stiuriken. The chakram was 
a flat steel ring snywhere from .1 to .3 meters In diameter. 
The outer edge of this ring was shsrp. Several chakram 
could be earned on a pointed turbart. 

In cofltrast to the Japanese shuriKen, especially the 
s(ar*shaped ones, the chakram was used to cut and sever 
as oppo^ to puncturing and penetratlorw If thrown properly 
the ebakram was said to be able to Cut through a two 
ceniiireter stalk of bamboo at a dlsiance of 30 neterL 

There are some accounts of these weapons being thrown 
by twirling (hem on the indck finger before release. This 
seem to be a rather clumsy and inneffectlve way to usa 
this weapon. A more reasonable mernod of throwing the 
weapon would be with an across the body, backhand motiprv 
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Name 


Type Lanatb ktaei Pea Parry Attack Typae Syn Pea 
M .9m .I5kg 0 0 Cut I I 

(a) 


Cbakraffi 


0 






SHAKEN 

Sh»k«n wer« a 9p«clfic form of ih« oow ubiqwMout 
lo^neoe Shyrikon. Aa oppoood lo iHe »mill blfde typo 
or i(«r ihAjW d)»Ji (yp«« the Shaken «m e sK>re three 
dimeouotiAl rorrr of (hli meapoa Aa a consequence of 
This form Ihe shaken were terser and aumewhat heavier 
ihan Che oihex types* 

The leneral shape of the sheken «tas somewhat like 
■ four>siOed d»e, a leifahetdroa. lach of ihe individual 
ipikes mere about five centineters long. Tbese veapora 
were usual ly thrown wiih a sharp whip-Uke motion of the 
wriM. 



KANGAROO RAT 


TUtOiAWb STCK 


Tb« kanisroo rat, or weei-vaei, cf Avstralla was 
a pointed tkrowJop stick. It was made of hard wood with 
conical points on each end. It was thrown by swinfing 
It back aad (orih several times and then letting go with 
an uadcrband ferk. CffecUve range was about forty meiers. 


PIAU 


The Play was a Malayjlaa throwing iron. Similar In 
function to the Japanese shunkeru Unlike most ahuriken, 
Che piau was a rather plaiP*lcoking weapon. rMenhIIng 
a small $*t head. Aa with similar weapons, the piau could 
be fairly easily cofMealed urwjernesch a native's iuh, sleeve, 
of sarong. 
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Name 

lies 

Lcnfth 

MaM 

Dei 

£kq: 

Aitardi Tvoea 

Shaken 

M 

.1 Sir 

•IM 

0 

0 

Thruic 

Katigaroc Rat 

M 

.Sm 

.Skg 

0 

i 

Thrust 

Play 

M 

.1 m 

.ikg 

0 

0 

Impact 




eOOMCRANO 


The E^mereni • Mreevhet Westernized name (ivee 
10 the thro»tn| idekf used hy the aboriginles in AusiroUa. 
Only those detigrted as toys will return to the thrower. 
These weapons bad an effective ranfe of about 20 meters. 



TWO C£*efMO 
7>4tOtVf^ SfKt^t 


Sticks and rocks are certainly the moat ancient of 
all missile veapona. Nearly every culture had some sort 
of ipacirically deil|A«d nick which could he thrown with 
s certain de|ree of accuracy. These were normally used 
tor hufltifl| birds and amall ^ame. 


Name 

Throwing Stick 


Type Leeitb Mass Daa Parry Attack Types Srm Deia 
M .6m .4(g 0 1 Impact I I 



<Vlf TJy^UMI 



MITSUBISHI • FUKIOAKf 

The Metiubdht a Japar>«M weapon wBieh was 

4 ««I|aM to Mind an Mmy. It was poplar amoAi n(nja 
ai wall aa law onlorcanari official! who would want to 
rake cnninaia alive. 

In Ms normal form, the metsuVisM was a small, wooden 
hox, eltber round or sauaro, which was hollowad cyi and 
could ht oparted. Oa oithor end of this flat hot wu fitted 
a mouthpiece and a short tuba. Because the weapon was 
10 imall. it CMid he easily corveafed 

There were a number of substances which could be 
pul Inside the metiwbishi; dependini on whit wai desired. 
Ground pepper and dust could blind, powdered |jaas or 
neitles would blind and irritate. Naturally this weapon 
IS very abort ranee and would be relativelv uieleu unless 
surprise was achieved. 


Another alr-powared Japaoese weapon was (be Fukldabe 
wbieh was s blowpipe. Although these were not nornslly 
used as weapons th^ could easily be uiad lo poison someone. 
They were feneraliy fairly long, aOoui two met era in length. 
The dans were fitted with paper cones on the ends to 
ensure an airtight fit. The mouihplece was fitted off lo 
the side ol the main tube, a feature arhich prevamed tha 
accidental tnhaJing of the dart. EffactiM range was approx* 
Iraately ten metcTS. 


FiMftykxg 


Name 

Im 

Length 

Maas 

rWw Pamr Affark TvCM 5ua 

Dam ^ 

MetsubUhl 

M 

. 1 n 

.Ug 

Special 1 

Special 

rukMake 

M 

torn 

.ekg 

* • Blowpipe 

1 




MUKC^IAKU - TONF\ 

Th« NuAchMu and ihe Tonfa iwo a|rlcuUijrai 

cooli used tfl JiHii which were aJic awd ai veapooa. 
Some KKjrce» aey (hat ibtae *weapo(u*, or ai leaai their 
gie aa weaporu, came firai from Okinawa, ar> lalar^d which 
wat taken over by the JapaneM fairly early ir thetr feorlal 
periiML Ai there were rather strict laws concerning lAe 
carrying of aoch obvloM weapons aa swords by the lower 
claaaca. it wee enJy a matter of time Uod neceaatiy) before 
commonplace tools would be uaed for proieetlon. 

The rtuhchaku la a weapon which Is tsow perhapa ea 
famotii •$ the tfiunien (due meinly to the numeroua mania] 
arts movies which were produced In the iSTO’s). Originally 
Che nunchaku was an agricuUurel (lali» uaed to aeparate 
rice from the chaff. Baaicaliy it eoftsiaia of two short 
wooden ttlcka» about thirty centimeters long, foined together 
at one end by a short length of rope, leather, or chain. 
When properly uaed the mincbaliu could be a devastating weapon 
as It could be easily used to strike, parry, entangle, disarm, 
•r even strangle an opponent. 

The Tonfa was originally used to husk and polish rice. 
It coulsts of a wooden board or rob. eboui 40 to 60 centi¬ 
meters long, to which a short handle Is mounted perpendicu¬ 
larly near one end ia combat this weapon can block 
attacks when It reals along the forearm, or h can be 
used to jab or club depending oo the circunatances. Some 
modern police deperimems use M|htstlck& vfurh are very 
similar io the basic design of the tonfa. 



vt/vemKy 


Name 

Ngoctiafcu 

Tonfa 


Type Leaeth Mass Dae Parry Attack Tvoea Sym Pem 
M .Im 1.0kg I 2 Impact 3 7 

M .6m i.Ocg I 3 impaci 2 2 







MAQia^HurLT 

Msuv iioB 




MAQCAHU1LT 

The Axiec loetet^ v«i one h«Md almoec eacirel} 
updfi varfire. Not otty «ere wer llk« tefldenciei 

des^xned to wO)U|a(e wnd exict trlhute fron their rentibors, 
bvt 10 provide Mcrtfice* lo (h« |ods a» well. 

The Anec verrior wore e mic of ormcur which wm 
nede of quifi poddlnf: M|h r«rikie| werriori often hod 
(heir armour covered with >JCvor skim or eosie foil hen; 
elaborate heed'dreuca were worn ai well. 

One common weapon of the Anect wa» • flat wooden 
club nodded with plecee of obaidlen. Obatdian la a atone 
which can be chipped to fom eitremely sharp eddet, tharper 
in fact than modern acalpela Thii weapon, called a 
Maouahukli. was admirably luited to peneiraiina the cotton 
podded armour of the area. 


»ZTK wAjeaoe 


KOTtATi 
¥*Qm CiUB 


KOTUTE 

The Moons of New Zealand used a number of stone 
clubs of which (he Koriatt. Merai. and the Patu are ea- 
amples. These weapons were h*|My pnied pouessJorvi 
of (he Maori and were trften handed dnwn from leneratinn 
lo leneratton. Like the swortls of many culiures, these 
weapons often had nannes, like Vace-eaier*. as well. 



cii/m /rytffs 
or rout*^tP wo^ 
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Name 

Im 

Lcnath 

Mm 

Pea 

^mn 

Aiiach TvDim 

Sxia 

Dam 

Mmiuahuilt 

N 

.ao 

i.bkg 

0 

1 

Impaci 

2 

3 

War Club frijil 

H 

l.^cn 

4.6ka 

2 

2 

Impact 

2 

4 

Koiiaie 

H 

.4n 

i.na 

0 

1 

Impact 

2 

2 

Merai 

H 

•dm 

I.Okg 

0 

1 

Impact 

1 

2 

PilV 

H 

.Sti 

l.Okg 

0 

1 

Impact 

1 

2 

Rat Club 

H 

i.om 

i.ekf 

1 

1 

Impact 

1 

2 














































tiff, cvfrvtt,r riAK 
cmstn\fcrf9 or MerAL 
TA«MU *MP 

STVfiW mTM H MfrAi 
MAfii 



fSrh Cf/fTV^r 
MTTTU A4C 


MILfTARy rUMLS 

At vlth mtty ni«di«vtl weapon*, the nliitary flail 
ovM Itt eiKiance to a tinpia a|ricul(ural tool. In iii 
ilmplieat fern, the flili ii a tool for throthlnf frain; it 
lererally taka the form of ■ tong hao^e lo which U attach* 
ed a ahon length of board by* naan of a abort Joogth 
of cbalrv 

Tho noai baaic improvomont upon 
at leait in term of warfare, vu to 4ii 
of the riall with necal aotkea. Other 
away with the old wooden head altogether 
ibam with ehaJna aitoehad to apIkM ball*, 
had two^ ihreaa or even sore ttriklog head*. 

At vitli aJ flail type veapent. the detkgn allows for 
very powerful blowt aa the force of the iving li ccnceih 
tmed Into the bead of the weapon by virtue of Itt fleiaMe 
nature. TMa tame fleaabllliy also allowi the weapon to 
strike over and around an 00001 /$ ihleld. 


the baiK detign, 
the ttrlklng head 
riell deaigns tOd 
and tlnply fitted 
Sc^e flalli 



Naaa Time l amth Mom Du Pem Attacfc Tvpae Sv Peat 

II H 1.6m t.Skg I Impact 3 3 




THROWING KNIVES 

In CentrtJ Africi th« thfowmg itfilfe wa» iis«d rtch«r 
«xteAsiveiy< The»c «r«flgeiy ihaped mcial wespoiu would 
be of lictle combat velje If uied in •ny otbwr fashion. 
Due (o the numerous projeciiona, all of which are aharp. 
lethal blows can easily be given to the intended largei. 
especially if he has little or no aririeur on. 

The thfowmg kmfe was thrown boriromilly from n|ht 
to left. The fliasimuffl range wes said to be about 00 metersi 
accurate enough throws, to sever a man's leg have been 
achieved at 20 to 30 meters. At closer ranges, 10 to 
15 meters, these weapons can penetrate wooden boards 
up to ? centimeters thiciu 


Name 


Type Leogtb Mesa _Pe« P arry Attach Types 

l.2ltg I 


Throwing Knife 


M .7m 


2 Chop 










o ^ 


SCANCKAM 

The Siin|*ain are *e«pom which ate UM4 lo Che 
Mal«y$i8ft Area In conJUACilen wjch a fi|hiln| style known 
as Kuncao. Kuntao Is • Chinese Nghtlni siyle which en* 
Mdyi both emp(y*hao<M and armed techniqitea. A lar^e 
number of weapons ate used in this system. 

The iJanikam are a pair of hand held weapons about 
half a neter lon^ They reaeiabJe loaf metal arrow heads 
lo which are atcachad wooden handles. Althcufh sdmlrebly 
suited for thrusting, vicious slashes can be made with the 
PCI hi or I he barbs. 6y employ! ng iwo at once, counter* 
aiiaeks can easily be launch^ vub one hand while parrying 
with (he other. 


TjAiUK 

There Js a form cf the martsal ari pencjah-ilfat prec* 
(Iced In Eiasi Java known as sat ia hati taraia. Lika many 
other nariiaJ arts, ihu form comhinas rsTher intricate 
mechanics with a number of philosophical and religious behefa; 
the art la enilrcly influenced b) the Muslim falih. 

The ifaluh is a short knife which as used extensively 
in seda hatt lerate. The reverse cut ling edge of the blade 
makes atrlkes by the tjaluk vary difficult to parry or block 
without suKsining injurv. The weapon is best el dote 
duariers and in svrpriae aittsations, such as asaasainailon. 
The ijaluk la generally carried in a cencaalad position, 
elthar In loose fitting garmenta or in a wide sasK In 
these poaiiiena ii can quickly be brought lose acilotL 



Name 

lies 

t enrrh 

Maaa 

Pei Parry 

Artwk TvrMi 

Siangkan 

M 

•Sm 

.Skg 

0 2 

Cu(/Thni8( 1 

Tjaluk 

K 



1 1 

Cut 2 







Name 

Type 

Lenath 

Mam 

Dex fiaiTT 

Attack Tvfww Svm Dan 

raniall Dauwr 

K 

.dm 

.2Skg 

0 1 

Cut 1 1 

Forked Tongue De^ger 

K 

.dm 

.3Skg 

0 1 

Cut 1 1 


KATAR 


Kstftf ww B rather unuual »eapon u»«d b> (he 
HiiMus li> iMia. Baaicaliy (he weapon conaiateo of a let 
Of pirel^l baf) with a knife Diade aciacheO (o one end 
and a pair of croai bar* which aerved ai a handle. Becaiiae 
of IK eoAitrucdoA, the normal attack vovid be a thrvn 
made ai K p«inchin|. The normal blade wat double*eOcad 
bui cvrved. double oiadad, and even mpie Diaded varieiiaa 
are known Sometimet mailer bladea were concealed within 
the larfer or the blade vaa detidoed (o aprln^ out lo form 
a triple Naded knife. The longer veraloni, which were 
aoiuaiiy «words were called pita. Thase weapora had rather 
elaborate band and forearm guardi. 


vMious srius Of 

KATAE 


KATAJK 

•«svr 

KAT0tfK 


WUt wmt SMMUK BtJOt 

co0K(AiMO ¥rinm rm 



aO 


rair twumi HArAjt 
rwe siAfits 

*n« ftf€ mAMt 


H6WT OLAfiiP 




mtze $iAW HATAff wrm 

aLAAfi tMT^Aoee 



Narpc 


Type tonath Maaa Dex fifty Attack Type* Stm Otm 


Katar 


K .dm .Skg 


7 2 


Thrtdt 



BRAcetrr dagger 


Although m%ny •ooletiei 4ev«kop«d weiporw which 
CMld b« coMMicd under clothe*, the brecelei degger 1 « 
one of the umpieit yei effeciive deaiini. Cenefeliy 
(he digger Itself li • Kriighu douhle^edged veipoo with 
■ snsll hJU. The acibberd wea eitecbed ic e erkti hreceici 
which could be fined over (he foreerm. The whole effiJr 
wea eboui one third of • meter in leegth end vea conceiled 
by • looM fit ring robe or ihirt. 

An Africao (ribe called the Heusae made eiietwivc 
use of the brecelci degfcrs. The ffauu* were ahuimed 
by the other people* of (he Sudan where they lived due 
(« their cieim es origmelly being a tnea o( tmithi. Sniim 
were shunned out of fear of their magic aklll which gave 
(heir work* (he power to kill 


AMd/r/r 




s^Kttrr ofcutn 


TRIPLE DAGGER 

ITie triple’dagger was a weapon used by European 
fencers. In Its cloKd pomion. (his weapon appeared to 
be a plain dagger, but when e reieaae caich was pressed, 
two Side blades pushed out from ihe central blade to form 
e sort of iridem. In this form the weapon waa rather 
handy in parrying raptera and other thrusting type weapons. 


nt/ALf oiadM 


This legendary kmfe li the principal weapon of (he 
Curkas of Nepal. The weapon la usually carried In a leather 
aheath along with (wo much smaller kmvea which are shaped 
the same. The center of gravity of this weapon waa wail 
forward and et such, very heavy and devastating blows 
could be achieved. It wai said thai these knives opce 
drawn were not to be sheathed until they drew blood. 


<vMAi • Marw/wu, WS1 
or ooA'caP 






Type Length Meet Pes Perry Attack Ti 


Sym Dam 


Breeelet Dagger 


K 


1 Thrust 


TrtpSe Dagger 


K .dm 


K .Sra 


I CHopnhrust 



KRIS 


TH£ KRfS M ns mTO 

iTMkNlil) 


There is pe^heps oo more famous a weapon in Indonesia 
(ban the Kris. In ns basic form the kns i$ a wavy bladed 
knife/short sword, double edged, designed primarily for 
ibrustjng, 

A kris IS somewhat more deadW chan a siraighr biaded 
knife in combat in that ita wavy blade makes e larger 
wound and can more readily penetrate between bones. 
The number of waves in ihe blade is always odd, ranging 
from ihree lo twentvnine. The blade usually has some 
cracks In Ic and these arc said to possess magical powers. 

The panda or smith who forged the kris held an honor¬ 
ed position in the Indonesian cullura because they were 
believed lo have access lO the supernalural. Hla work 
was a aeciei an seiied in mvsiery. The rough appearance 
of the blade, although dearred, was due mainly lo (he crude 
methods end matenals lusually iron meteorites) used by 
the smith. 

h was believed that certain features would determine 
whether & kris would bring good or bad luck to its owner. 
The number of limes it has shed blood was Important 
as was the reputation of tes smith, the pattern of the 
Oisde. and other things ss well. It was certainly better 
to inherit a kris than to buy one. There were a number 
of "tests" which could b« performed on the wcapun to 
deicririna Its magical character. 

Examples of a kns* powers include: ft could kill a 
victim when simbiy pointed at him, » could kill by being 
stabbed into ihe vicUm's shadow or fooiprints, It would 
soBieilmee leap from its aheaih and fight for iis owner. 
It could rattle m lie sheath to warn of approaching danger. 
Of could even lurn wild animals in their tracks. 




Nsme 

Tyt>e 

Leneth 

Mata 

Dea Pamr Airack Tvnea Svm Dam 

Kria 

Sw 

.Sm 

.7kg 

0 2 Chop/Thruei 3 2 


BACH NAKH 

Th« Nakh, or tiger clavi wet a amall set of 

steel clews whicFt were favored by etssMins In India end 
ibe Middle Eesi. Somecimes these veipons were further 
fUied with deiger biedea. as is tl>e case of the Bich'Hws 
Bsgh Nskh combination. 


BMkH Aisou/^OWMA^ 

-r^Mve tftAWd* 







BtCH'HWA 

BA(0k NfiMH 

' T>B£f CIMS^ wnh BL^OiS 



Heme 

la? 

Ueoath 

Maas 

Oca Parrv 

Attack Tvona 

Svia Dam 

Ba«h Nakh 

M 

. Iia 

.OSkg 

0 © 

Cut 

2 1 

Bicb'Hwa Ba«h Nakh 

M 

.2Sm 

.S5k| 

0 1 

Cut/Thrust 

2 1 


PENDJCTfT 

The Pendjepli were small, me tel-toothed combat pin¬ 
cers u«ed in Malaysia. In many respects they resemble 
our modern ice tongs. When used in conjunction with 
the martial aris it vies of the area, they became rather 
effective as weapons. They were used to grab, twtai, end 
tear the flesh of an enemy snd were particularly devasisling 
If holds on the neck, abdomen, or grolA were achieved. 







cxecirnoNCR's swcmo 


Siuords 


The exe^ntloiwr't or behe«4lA| ivord wm « relt(Wel>’ 
rare wtopon which wa» devolopod from tttt homi »n<S t holf 

sword durini (h« stuwmh ccniury m ^rope. As iii lum* 
Irnphcs. (bit sword wss used by medkevai eiocutloAers lo 
odmifliMer jvsiKc to crimineis. Ofceo the biwde was cichod 
wjsh scotM* of eaocuUon or short cliches d«sllo| with Isw 
and order. 

The sword had a fiac hlade with parallel «(1|« ar>d 
4 bluni ilpt The handle was loog ersough to ensure a good 
gNp as It was swung lihc a tasebsll bst. 



Naaie 

Ties 

Letuth 

MlM 

Dei PalTv 

Airarh T«mn 

Srm 

Dan 

ExecuilOAor's Sword 

Sw 

l.lai 

2.2k| 

1 2 

Chop 

3 

3 

Beheading Sword 

5w 

1.3m 

2.411 

1 2 

Chop/Th rust 

3 

4 
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Sn/T- ^ 



S*^OfV 

Of /M>tA 



MCAJV yMAfi 

at t»fA 


fIfH Aftfl/S JMOJIP.* 

A SfIKer MfOTM/ SW0A9 
MADS Of MSTAL 


SHOTEL 

TAe Shoiei «•» <^e ivord of itte Atyttifiigen. li 
hod ■ double-edfed DJtd« which had o diamond »hap«d 
croaa-Mciloa The extreme curvature of ihaea ivorda made 
I hen nearly uaeksa except for cuttini aiiacka alihcvgh 
It alic enabled aitacki to be laueehed over or around an 
eaeny^t ihieid. 



Type Lwnh Maaa Pea Pefrr Atteck Ti 


ppQd Sword 


lae Sword 


Sw ,9m 


Chop 

Cut 

Chop 

Chop/Thruii 

Cut 


Syai Oem 


m 





MfPiAM MMO 



Name 

Izes 


Maaa 

Pea Parry 

Atrarfc Tvnna 

Sym 

Indian Sword |A| 

Sw 

1.0m 

2.IM 

1 3 

Cut/Thruat 

3 

Indian Sword <B) 

Sw 

.hm 

2.0kg 

2 t 

Chop 

3 


KUDI TIIANCHANC 


The Kutfi Tr«r>cntn| wai a Malaysian svord*(ypa vaa* 
pen. It came In mao)i sizes am ibapes and was. like many 
other Malaysian weapons, (alrJy versatile in that j| could 
be used u a |ungla knife as welt at a weapon. In general 
theie weapons had relatively heavy blades with ratean. 
bamboo, or cord woven handles; they generally had no hand 
gverds. 


y'/JffOC/S TKMCHA^ 







Name 

KudI Tranchani 


Type Lenath Maaa 
H .S-I.On .S-I.Okg 


Dfci Parry 
I 1 


Attach Tvf>ea Sym 
Choprrhrvat I 






LAN~reRN SHIELD 

The lantern ahlcld «aa a rather ai range weapon which 
waa developed in Italjr in the aiMeenth century* It conaiaied 
of a round bucitler-type ihlerd, about or>e-thlrd ol a meter 
In diameter, to wnieh was attached a number of offeoilve 
weapona. A handle projected from the lajide of the forward 
edge of the shield which was grasped by the hand* protected 
by a plate gauntlet of course. Tbi$ partleuler gauntlet 
has IW9 apikea protruding fron ll. The serrated edgea 
of these aptkes suggest that they were also used to try 
and irap an opporwrrt's blade. Seiow the gauntlet, a long 
svofd-Nke Made was fitted so that It ran roughly along 
the fore arm. The sharpened blade could be effectively 
used aa a thrusting weapon; the rear portion of this blade 
eitended bach frtsm the shield to protect the elbow. In 
addition! (he center of the shierd was fitted vitn a prajeci* 
Ing spike which adds further to its Jethal capabliltlea. 
Tinolly the shield was also provided with a round fitting 
In front and the necessary hardwire In back so that a 
small iamern could be attached to it. Lanterns were some- 
limes used by fencers in a;tempts to dartJe their opponents 
and whole systems and schools of training centered around 
their use. 



V v/tw 





DOARSWOftD 



The bomwarij wtt e E^iropeen huntini weepon eormelly 
uiM Dy the MWiitjr. As Iti nene ifrplles. this weapon 
v&s \a9i boar& 

Typically ih«se weapons comlsteO of a hand'and*a' 
half hilts, (Nat IS to aay, it could he usod wnh ooe or 
tvo har^ls If necessary. The blade Itself can be divided 
into two secdons, the shaU aM (be head. The shaft nof' 
many Nad s' diamond or square croM'SectXHiio irtsure afiinat 
heavy inpacii. The head was normally leaf-shaped and 
double ed|a<L Soma boa rewords had a removable crossbar 
fittad bahiad the head to latura (hai the weapon did not 
penetrate too deeply into the boar and enable him lo stash 
the sword wielder with his tuihs. 


Trpa tenath Pea Parry 

S« l.lm |,6ks 0 2 Thfuas 


Attach Ti 


Doarswofd 



Ninjato 


Sw .9m l.dits 0 3 Cui/Thrwi 2 9 









was Oesif(nc(l for cuitiog and citoppinj and not (hrustin^. 
It 1$ CMcniiaHr an cffshooi de»t|n from (t»e tpaalc aae forra. 
a(h«ti|h a mera afficiani one. 

/rv^iASM ifckia swordi were con posed of a lon| handle 

and a rather short seoiKircIa Wade: this form clearly 
resembles ihe exe. Later versions had a much shorter 



handle and a longer black. Ncrmalljr these weapons were 
made of bronse or Iron. 

Because of the exaggerated curve of the blade the 
caaioriiy of this weapon's mass wai concentraied near (he 
lip. This enabled hcavy» crushing blows to be brought 
down upon the target. The simple hilt of this weapon 
affordad little protociton to the hand and as such, parrying 
blows were usually done wtth the other hand wMcb held 


a Shield. 




TEBUTiE - PACHO 


rtie ntdves of the Ciiheft itienda le ihe Picific deve- 
lopeil ■ number of clul>*Ithe v^^pons •hich ««iild be tnoat 
effective eielnit hl|Mr ermoured enemie*. Sfmfler lo beeic 
deei|e te the Aetec maduehuiit, the tebutje eiHl peche 
(iilll/ed ehArk'i teeth inateed of odMtdian to provide a cutting 
edde. 

Theae weapoei ceme in a variety of ahepee *f>d lirea; 
the i«o baiac forma were the alishily curved end the 
atrelfht. The curved one* beer a great reaemMance lo the 
curved, cutting ewordi found in many nore edvenceo cul> 
lurev The *hark*a teeth which were eitached lo ihe "edge* 
of ih««e weapon* would produce rather wicked wound* 
In combat, lort of like aleahing lomeone with e eroei cut 

MV. 



"Pole arms 


POL£ARMS 

Th« mote bestc d«flAltlon cf ft poletriii 1» any form 
of chopptnj or thrust Ing w«ftpon moumM on a long handJa. 
Often these weapons are difficult to clautfy because ai* 
though there are some very distinctive forms, they are 
often called by different names. Adding to this confusion 
are the numerous Intermediate forms which are in them> 
selves dirricuit to classify. 

The European Polesrrr was almoit always a weapon 
of the footaoldler. Indeed, these weapons owe much of 
their aoceatry to the modified agricultural tools used by 
peasant levies of many medieval aririat. As tima paised 
and newer, more efficient forms were developed many 
poiearms took on the look of can openers. This similarity 
in appearance Is Interesting as thair primary function was 
to open up the *cans* of haavijy armoured knights. 

Depertding on the specific type of polaarm. that la 
(0 say whether It was a thrusting, chopping, or a combina* 
tloo weapon, the methods of use varied accordingly. Heavy 
chopping types swung overhand could eaaily crush or cut 
through moat armour. Thrusting types were good for pen* 
etrating joinu in armour as veil aa breaking up cavalry 
charges if the soldiers using them held their ground Large 
formations of Ftenlnga» Swiss, and Germans often defeated 
armoured knights In the later middle ages and re-defirted 
the arc of warfare. 

The most well-known polearm Is the halberd. In its 
basic form « Halberd consisted o( an axe l^ade mounted 
on a pole with point opposing iu A long thrusting point 
was alto part of the head so that the weapon could be 

used to Chop (with (he axe or pointl and thrust (with the 

spear poIncL On some weapons the thrusting polm was 
elongated a tfiarpened on one side so that it resembled 
a Sa6er. As with most polaarms. the shaft behind the 
head was reinforced with metal sthpc to prevent (he weapon 
from being chopped off by an enemy’s weapon. Anocher 

feeture of many polearms was a cloth grip which helped 

the wlelder maintain a firm grasp. 

The polnci and books on so many polearms served 
a very important function. No only did they come into 
play as weapons, but they were used to book onto and 
unhorse onetny knights. 


basic Classifications of Polearms 


Thrust 

Chon (ruriinal 

ConhlnAelnn 

Awl Pike 

Berdiche 

Beaked Axe 

Bohemian Ear-Spoon 

Bill 

Couieou de Breche 

Chauves-Sourls 

Fsicastra 

Croc 

Half Moon 

Falx 

Codendag 

Korsekt 

Faucherd 

Cuisartne 

Langue de Boeuf 

Glaive 

Halberd 

Military Fork 

Jedburg Axe 

Hippc 

Portlsan 

Lochabof Axe 

Lucerne Hammer 

Pike 

Pole Axe 

Scorpion 

Speium 

Scythe 


Sponioun 

Runka 

Voulge 
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Oa« of (he most Inieresdni weapons used Py the 
Romans was ihe Pilum. Dua to (he fact (hat (ha Romans 
had two types of pile, (here has been some confusion as 
10 (he exact description of ihe weapon. From remains 
found, reasonable reconstruct Ions have been made and each 
can now bo described. 

The first type or (he thin pilum, has a long, socketed 
Iron head with a barbed point. This type was designed 
10 be thrown. Due lo the ihin iron head and (he barbed 
point, l( was often rendered useless upon Impact with a 
hard surface. This was to prevent the enemy from picking 
them up sod reusing them. The thin pilum was also used 
(0 deprive (he enemy of his shield In that. If » hit the 
shield and stuck in it. It would be hard lo pull out in (be 
heal of combat, and its long metal shaft prevented It 
from being chopped off. A shield with this spear sticking 
in It would (hen become unbalanced and hard (o wield 
effectively. 

The second type, or the thick pllum had a long iron 
head with e pyramidal point. The end of (he shaft was 
flat like (he tong of a sword The metal head was attached 
to the wooden shaft and served to protect the hand, ft was 
this type of pilum which was used in hand to hand combat. 
The meiai neck and hand guard enabled u to be used to 
parry sword blows, and Its length gave the wielder a reach 
advantage over his opponent. 

The Iron heads of both pllum were about .6 maters 
In length, the entire weapon was about l.g meters long. 

/fdMAv PA/rr 


Name 

Type 

Length 

Maas 

Pet 

Parrv 

Attack Tvoes 

Sym 

Dam 

Oladlus 

Sw 

.6(n 

.9kg 

1 

3 

Chop/Thrust 

2 

2 

Rugio 

K 

.3in 

.3kg 

0 

1 

Thrust 

1 

1 

Roman Dart 

Sp 

l.ltn 

.gkg 

0 

2 

Thrust 

1 

2 

Pllum (Tbick) 

Sp 

l.gm 

2.1kg 

1 

3 

Thrust 

1 

2 

(Thin) 

Sp 

1.9m 

1.7kg 

1 

2 

Thrust 

1 

2 








AHL5P1ESS 

Th« •hi$pl«u w«f • «««pon uMd lit Europe Around 
the firceemli cenury. Th« weapon resembles (i>e old Romgn 
h|hcln| spear pitum. Besicelly (he ehlspleu i$ • long meiel 
spike vlth A square eroes leciion fused onto a rasher short 

wooden shafi. Ai the point at which (he s^ke flu into 

(he haft a round hand guard is set. This guard ensbias 

the weapon to be used lo block and parry blows without 

fear of lajury to the hands. 

Although this weapon was around for a relatively 
long period of time, Ic did not «n|cy much popularUy. 
The Bohemian infantry used It into the sizieenrh century 
but elsewhere li was usually ody used by armoured kmghts 
In lovrnemenis. 

A number of longer poleerma-iype weapons with (his 
seme basic design were alio us e d. Thaae Include the Awl* 
Pike which had a one meter spike mounted on a two meter 
shift and (he Plancon a (Meet which had a 14 meter spike 
mounted on a shafi of equal length. Both of these weapons 
were designed to be used by soldiers In formation as opposed 
to OAe*on*one close combat. 


Name 

Jm 

Lenath 

Maas 

Oat Parry 

Attack Tvoes Svo 

Dam 

Ahlaplaea 

M 

I.Sm 

i.ng 

1 9 

Thrust 1 

7 

Avt Pike 

p 

i.2tB 

2.7kg 

1 2 

Thrust 1 

3 

Planooti e Pteoi 

p 

9.0m 

2.6kg 

1 t 

Thrust 1 

) 





rUSQNA 


fi could b« artu«d that the one thing which is univer¬ 
sally essoclarec with Che Rofnsn clvihtetien Is Its use of 
gleditorlei conrescs for public eniertainmem. Of the various 
types of gladiators the two moat "famous” were the retard 
and the acutors. 

The scutors were those men armed wtth o sword 
and a ama?l shield while the retarii were those armed 
with 6 net and trident. This tndem. called a fuscma. 
wea rather well suited (o close combat. The tines oT 
the trident's head could not only be used to parry sword 
cues ar>d thrusts, but could also be used as a ”sword breaker* 
or to wrertch the weapon from a enemy's grasp as well. 
The retaril used a net lo enanare their opponent along 
with the trident. This net could also be used to perry, 
much like a cloak was much Jaier in European fencing 
systems. 



Name 

Type 

Length 

Mass 

Dm Parry 

Attack Tvnea Sym 

Dam 

Fusclna 

M 

1 . 8 m 

2.1kg 

1 2 

Thrust 1 

3 
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Staves 



MALAYSIAN STAFF WEAPONS 

As vith mo%t focWiec, wfrftpont were UMd 

eiieuiyelv throustKnit the Msi»y ArcMpeUio. Th^$« 
oo» and f6«ir C4MnC>«( cechPiques arc encieot indeed, m 
Che stalf l» one of the eerliesi end eeiiest weapons to maAe. 
A io|lcel outgrowth of the boilc staff U one in which 
• netal Wade la aiiached. A cutting hlode on the end 
of a staff made the blade much more effective la combat 
and enabled Its user lo combat large groups of ailockeru 
The Arbir ta a bladed staff uaed on Java and In nary 
other parts of Malaysia m well. The arbir consista of 
a wcoden shaft which is pointad on one end. On the ether 
end of the staff Is attached a rather wide, curved blade. 
In this forra attacks can be made by cutting or thruaiing 
with the blade or by striking with the pointed wooden end. 
The staff of an arbir Is grooved oppoaiie the sharp edge 
of the blade. This feature enables the user to know eiKtly 
•here ihe cuttiag edge is as he executes Intricate maneuvers. 

The Lajatang is another bladcd staff weapon used 
in Malaysia. The laiatang consists of a wooden shaft to 
which are attached two large metal crescents, one on each 
end. The metal crescents are also fitted with two curved 
points which prefect backward from the ttpa of the crescent, 
fn this form ihe lajaieng would be a moai effective weapon 
in combating a large number of foes aa one could easily 
cut through waves and waves ef attackera 

As with any staff weapon the one big advantage the>’ 
gave in combat was that they could keep enemies armed 
with ahorier weapons at bay» due to its lengiJi. Ii is very 
difficult for an attacker to close In with a defender armed 
wiih a staff without opening himself to attack. The length 
of the staff also enabled effective blocks and parries to 
be made rather easily. 




Name 

Ilfie 

l.nnvib 

Maaa 

f>ni Parrv 

Aiiack Tvoea Svn 

Dam 

ArlMr 

M 

l.8m 

UH 

1 

7 

Chop/Thrust 1 

3 

Lajatang 

M 

1.4m 

2,Hg 

2 

3 

Cut/Chop 3 

4 
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Thn« European weapons were deilineti to appear 
as innocuous walhln^ staves. Alihoush it>ere were some 
which had ojie heads mourned on the shaft like baiile oret, 
the common feature of these weapons was a conreaied 
blade in the Shaft. 

The weapon itself was about one meter In length 
wnh the blade retracted. The blades themselves were 
either trian|u1er or diamortd shaped and ranged m length 
from a half to a futl meter In length. Samenmes two 
smaller blades were fitted alongside the long, central blade 
10 form a son of trident. 

In order for the blade to be brought into pla^ by 
I he wielder, the staff was swung down or out sharply. 
This motion caused the blade to eject and a retainini pin 
10 fill In place. The weapon would then be used to parry, 
ihcusi, and in general be used somewhat like a rapier. 


0 ^ 


t 


Hane 

Type Unjith 

Magg 

Pea 

POTTV 

Atinrk Tvnwa 

Sym 

Dorn 

Feather Staff 

M l.d/l.bm 

I.Okg 

f> 

2 

Thrusi 

1 

2 

Brondeatoc 

M l.2/2.3ai 

1.9kg 

1 

2 

Chop/Thnisi 

2 

3 










PARRYING WEAPONS 

there were e oumber of cwllore$ which developed 
vhei ore celled *perryln| weapone", In lenerol (ha»« coa< 
tilted of tone ton of tntll thield or hand (uord which 
wet Attoched lo i tword^type blade or tpear. Thete weecMAt 
were seneraMy deMgned ic be used with two haocb alihou|h 
tone could be need one handed. 

The Medu wet tn Indian parrying ihleld which conaitrad 
of a small round shield co which a pair of animal horns 
were aiiKhed. Often the horns were Hoped wiin meial 
points. The mado wm a favorlie smong Hindu religious 
beggers. 

The Salnile w«i another Indiin parrying weapon which 
consisted of a straighi metal bar with a loop guard attach¬ 
ed; a tpear polni Is fitted on the end. Sonet Imes a dagger 
was coeeealed la the other end of the shaft. 

Tha Adsrga was a Moorish weapon which shows in* 
fluence from the Indian weapons, particularly ihe saintie. 
ft consisted of a spear with a central hand shield attached. 
To the shield, was fitted a double-edged blade which es- 
tehdad out perpendlculsfly from the spear. Obviawily with 
cms weapon a straight push-type irust could be made Ia 
addition to labs with the spear 

The Sang Kauw was a Chinese weapon which consisted 
of a straight bar lo which was at i ached a doubfe*blsded 
hand guard. In addition, a doubJe-adged, ienil*circular 
btada was fitted to one end. This son of weapon was 
suited to cuttlag and chopping as well as thrusting. 

The Sword Shield was a European weapon which had 
many forms. The simpla ones were ordy a small netal 
shield proteriing tha forearm to which waa fitted s blade 
or spike. This blade extended out over the bach of the 
hand. More elaborate sword shields were large; two-handed 
affairs from era to one ar>d a half meters in length. Spikes 
eiiended out from each end of iheaa shields. 



Farrqlng 

Weapons 



Name 

Type 

Length 

Meat 

Dex 

Parry 

Aiiwrk TvMW 

Sym 

Dam 

Adarga 

M 

i.im 

l-Wg 

? 

4 

Thrust 

3 

2 

Madu 

M 

l.€n» 

2.4k* 

1 

3 

Thrust 

3 

1 

Saint le 

M 

.Tin 

I.Bkg 

1 

3 

Thrust 

1 

2 

Sword Shield 

M 

i.bm 


2 

4 

Thrust 

3 

2 

Sang Kauw 

M 

I.Cm 

l.lkg 

1 

4 

Choprrhrust 

3 

2 
























Chains and 
Whips 



The or veigiited chiln u ■ vetpon which h*i 

iu In ChlA«. hui v«i elAo w»ed in ih< Arch- 

ipeUgo. In iu b«»l6 form the rente cocielete of en iron 
ring chain about two metert In length. Th< endi oC the chair 
■re fided vJiii tmaii weighii about aixty grafna in mau. 
VeriatJoAi of (be beiic form conilet of a ehorier length 
of chain, about ooe meter, to which a aaw toothed 4UJi 
la attacl^ or a chain fitted eitb a T thaped grip on one 
end and a sharpened meial rod on the other. 

The rente la eaMntially a parryini weapon, designed 
to entangle an opponeni*a weapon or eninare hit legs or 
arnik The ones htted wjth special ends would be very 
effecilve if directed at unermoiired portloni of an opponent's 
body. When the chain ts twirled, centrifugal force beeps 
it stiff and straight as It flies through ihe air. The tech- 
nlooes used with the chain are similar to those of the 
staff. 

II la pretty obvious chat in order for this weapon 
to be luccesslgl, the uier must be one who haa fairly good 

coordination and daxtarJiy. It should also be noted that 

the rante would be useleu In a confined space or in a 

grove of trees. 



Name 

Igfie 

Length 

Maas 

Dei 

Parry 

Ar»*rb Tvam 

Sum 

Dem 

Ranie (Type II 

M 

2.0m 

.’k« 

2 

2 

Impact 

2 

1 

Rante Ber Gangadug 

W 

2.0fli 

.7k| 

2 

2 

Thrust/Impact 

2 

2 

Rante (Type 11) 

M 

I.Om 

.5hg 

2 

2 

impact 

2 

2 




nCKHNC WHIPS 

Ifl M«U 7 iit «lMr« ate • nuntar of dirf«r«nt fighting 
whips wMch ««re. and still arc empiored ai »e«pom. 
The Chcmeik. Kales, and Petfut are three avch t/pea. 
AM of these consisted healcally of a wooden handle, some> 
tines covered with leather, to which U sttKhed • laaiher 
thong. Atteched to the end of the thoog la uaually a hnot 
of leather or loneilreea i anall metal sphere. The entire 
lengths of theae weapons ranged front I to 1.7$ meters. 

A blow with one of these weapons b relatively harm* 
leaa, except when equipped with the eietsl bell, then the 
target Is uaually the face, more apeclflcally the eyes. 
To lAla day the natives of (his region often participate 
Irt mock conhai with these waapOM. In general these 
houta consist of an atternsilng series of strikes and parries 
es eech comhatacH tries to hli the others lace. A ahieid 
IS usM to parry. 

Although this type of weapon would be useless egalnsi 
an armoured opponent, the flexible nstufe of the leather 
(hong would enable It to entangle weapons or ertsnsre an 
enemy io possibly put him off balance. 


TWO rrpej or ^rMotss.eA/ wmrs 

TO Tkf nr TAT WMtP 




sot iw 


nof/T ktov 



IXJS 


Mm 

Pvt Fvrr 

Afimrk 

SytB 

CbeiMti 

M 

1.7m 

1.2k| 

1 2 

Impact 

S 

Kdw 

M 

I.Om 

UOkf 

1 7 

Ireptct 

9 

PH]UI 

M 

.7m 

l.Ok| 

1 2 

Impact 

3 








OPTIONAL WEAPON DAMAGE STSTEM 


Number 


Bmuj 


Ever iwe (he riri( weeponi book »ai publiihed beck 
In l$bJ. conccrnifg the damaie retlnp of (he 

we«pon» have coniinuallv been Mked. Mott owetilona cor^ 
earn hov leemlegly diffarem weabOM can have the Mine 
dtmefe retlAg» why itn'( there a definUlve explaoaNon 
of (he tjiitam. vhy do<i*( you pubiiib cui^linei or rio« 

(o UM the book In conjuncilon olih that company In W(a» 

cenaln't fantaay dane, tic. The weaponi Ibcini waa an 

aiienpt (e provide all of the data needed hy lamere In 
order to be able to fit any weapon into hb/her lame. 

Because chert are many lypea of fantasy lamet currently 
available, It would be foolish to try to accommodaie them 
all by |lvle| specific dania|e ratings for tech. I have 

developed a combar lytrem which uses the rat Infs as they 
are. but for those of you vbo would like some general 
guJdaiJnes for fitting the damage ratings Into your ipcclflc 
gaine, I present the following: 

Meal game* give weapon damage In terns of a specific 
type of die, le.. a broadsword does IDg. • cllymore does 

TOd, etc. With this in nirvd (he flra( step would be lo 

decide which type of die equals which type of damage 
rating. For example, a rating of one equals 1D4, two 
equals IDS. three IDg. and four lOtCk You could stop 
at ihis poini. but the system would really be too simplisdc. 

The second seep involves (he character's stadiiic 
for strength. Most games have tiatlstks generated by 
rolling dDg, wbieh gives a nice bell*ahaped curve distribution 
of numbers. With thii sort of aysiem, divide (he character*! 
strength by 10 and (twQ_j 2 iulilgyr the resulting number by 
the mass of the weapon . II the game lyactm generates 
stetiatici from Ol'IdO. divide the characters sirengih by 
&0 before multiplying by the weapon's mass. The following 
chart will give the damage bonus: 


Below US 0 

US 10 3.0 •] 

3.1 (o S.O *2 

i. I 10 fi.O «3 

6.1 10 7.0 *4 

7.1 IP 1.0 *5 


This chart can be continued by adding *1 for avery full 
point above 6.0 the character goes. The damage bonus 
can be taXen as a iiraigin plus to the weapon's damage 
rating or could be used to Indicate additional dice of damage. 
For example, ■ character with e weapon whose rating 
IS a *3” fells within the on the chart. Hit damage 
could be ID6«2. 1D6*2D4. 106 f(he *2 being equated to 
an upward shift of one on the damage rating}, or anything 
else I he gamereasier feels comfortable with. 

Tho third step would be to tUfferendate beeweeo 
the various types of attach as listed under Viack type*. 
For chop or Impact attacks, ao aiodlficalloe Is made to 
the above system. For cut, bttbCki. take only irir^-ouarters 
of ihe number to determine damage bonus! For thhist 
suacks, take only ooe^half of the number to determine 
damage bonus. 

Lastly, If your system gives strength bonuses to dem. 
age. you should not use then if using tNs system sa strength 
has already been taken into account In the figuring. 

With this system h can easily be seen ihat there 
car> be a great difference, at least In terms of damage, 
between two seemingly linilar weapons In addition, differ* 
ent characten will do different things with the same vea* 
poo. I hope mis system has been helpful lo thoee of you 
who have been wondering about the dsnage ratings and 
how to apply ihem In your game. 



Name 


T ype ^agm 


Oex Parry Attacfc Tvpas $y» Dam 


I.Skg 


3 2 


Trldaat Weapon 


M ,5m 


3 


Cut/Tbrust 



B^IOCRAPHY 


Annual Report of (he Smlihsonlan Instltuclon. I67d. 

Bldcknore, Howard; Hunting Weapon*. 

Boahein, Wendelln; Handbuoh Oar WafferWi»tMl& 

Conndly, Peter; Greece and Rome at War. 

Oraeger* Don P.; Weapon* and righting Aru of tl>e Indonssiaii ArcMpelego. 

Egerrcin of TattOQ, Lord; iixlian and Oriental Armour, 
hogg. O.r.G.; Club* to Cannon 

Martin. Paul; Ami* and Armour from the 9ih to (Iw I7(h Century. 

Nickel. Helmut; Aroi and Armor in Africa 

Pant. C.N.; Incflin Arrat and Armour. VIL 

Ratt. Oacar, artd Westbrook. Adele; Secrete of the Samurai. 

Raid, William: Ana* Through tha Agaa 
Sargeaunt. WeapoM. 

Stone, George C; A Closaary of the CottMnictlon. Decoration, and Use of Am* and Armour. 
Wagner. Edward; European Waapoo* and Warfare JSl6-l64g. 

__: Medleeal Ccntuita, Armour and Weapon* <I3SO>HSO). 

Yadln, Ykgael; The An of Warfare Ui BIbllcai Land*. 









ADAPTABLE TO ALL CAME SY^MS* 


nfE PALLADIUM BOOK OF WEAPONS A ARMOUR contains 35 tvpes of armour, eaih 
(.kearik iilusujt^] witti annuiations. Armour ivp«s span the world and include tvfupvan, 
Asian. Indidn. arxJ Japanese 

The weapons section depicts over 600 different weapons, from Xnives and swords 
to pule*arms and axes. 

This beautiful I > lilust rated SO page booX is the ideal reference cool for ami^rie. 
tL9S (poBi paid). 


THE PALLADIUM BOOK Of WEAPONS 4 CASTLES ouilines the developmeni of turopean 
castles, each illustrated and complete with fl^r plans. 

Contains two weapon sechoru; the first details a variets of buws and crossbows, 
includini the Chinese repeating crossbow. With information or st<e. mass, pull, rate 
of fire #fid oiber points of interest, The second section is devoted to siege eeuipmcm 
and iheir use. Over a hundred illustrations. I4.9& (post paid). 


TWE PALLADIUM tOO¥i OF WEAPONS t AS5ASSIMS explores the assassin societies 
ihroughoui hmory (such as the Ninja and Thuga), esamming their method, weapons, tools, 
and poisons. 

Why did these societies come to exist’ How deadly were they’ Whai is mvih 
and reality’ What secrets made ihem the powers they were’ The answers are unlocked 
in I he pages of Weapons and Assassins. Over a hundred illustrations depicting weapems, 
loob, armour, special colts cruet ion, coscomes. and more fill this 50 page plaving aid. 
$4.95 (post paid). 



V£AfON5 uM of rn« 


ORiewr 


Ml 


THE PALLADfUM BOOK Of WEAPONS 
A CASTLES or TTCCTUENT EioioT? 

Japan 


the casilc palaces of fuedal 

with all their tricks and secrets revealed. 
Examine the Noble Samun. his methods, 
arms and armour. Compare them 

with iheir Chinese counter*parts. 

This eKoelleni reference bouh 

concaini dozens of detailed illusiraticna 
and castle floor plam. ONLY i4.dS 
(post patdl. 


THE PALLADIUM BOO»^ OF CON * 
WEAPONS contains o^r 
355 hand held weapons from around 
(he world. Included are revolvers, 
pistols, sub-machine guns, machine 
guns, riffes and various attachments* 
Each weapon is Illustrated with many 
detailed cut-away diagrams, periinem 
information and notes of interest. 
$4.95 (post paid). 


1»« Un \at 


CONTEMPORARY 

WEAPONS 



Palladium Books - Dept. D - 5669 Casper * Detroit, Mich. 46210 





























































